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Story of Albert Alexander Cormier 

Flight LK798 KW-A 425 SQUADRON May 8/9 1944 
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Introduction 

 

This historical document started with a desire to know the young man who joined the 

RCAF in 1941 and with little chance of survival returned to Canada only to perish early in 

his life. He married and departed leaving a wife and five preschool children. After his 

death,  his story was put to rest for a number of years. What started as a father’s story would 

soon progress to a story about a crew of eight men on a bombing mission in 1944. 

There was a natural curiosity about Albert, my husband’s father, but out of respect for a 

new husband who had raised her children as his own, talk of the children’s father was left in 

the past by their mother. Years later, after she was widowed for the second time, she wrote 

a family history book for her children and the “Story of Albert” was born.   

Every year my husband and I insisted that our family would stay in touch and visit 

Grandma Edna Cormier, Albert’s mother. We never asked her about her son and we will 

always regret it. Before she passed, she had asked her family to make sure Paul received her 

picture of Albert in his Air Force uniform. In 1998, we had a Cormier cousin for dinner and 

we heard of a set of pictures honoring Albert in a parade in Belgium. We were enlightened 

about his heroism and after that evening my curiosity was piqued. It is from these pictures 

that my research took roots. We visited Albert’s sister, Rose, and she spent the evening 

telling us stories of her brother and his role in the Belgium underground. Rose had the 

original photo; when she passed, her children gave them to Paul.  

There was a stamp on the back of the photographs and I contacted the Belgium Consulate in 

Washington DC and through their contacts came a definite confirmation; the pictures were 

taken at the market place in Mouscron/Moeskroen (Dutch). Albert was presented with an 

engraved cigarette case from Rekkem.  
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In 2013 my husband filed the application with Library and Archives Canada in Ottawa for 

his military records. In 2014, we took a trip to Moeskroen and Rekkem and walked part of 

the parade route that Albert took. Alas there were no records of the parade in either town. 

Reading of the escape routes and the underground network one appreciates that secrecy was 

paramount.  

I would search for hours on the internet looking for information and one night Kindle 

brought up an ad for the book The Long Road by Oliver Clutton-Brock and Raymond 

Crompton. Included in the book is the interview of F/Sgt. J. McConnell of the crew of LK 

798 on the night of May 8/9 including the names of the crew. This led me to Sgt. Roy 

Brown’s story on The Memory project, a website for members to share their stories of 

military service. The story would take on a new trajectory for me as eight men were on that 

fated flight; two died, and six survived the crash. 

Over the course of a few years I would spend months looking for new information and then 

I would give up. I kept reading about an award from the Irvin Caterpillar Club and in 2016 

my husband requested membership for his father from Airborne Systems. Overnight I had 

emails arriving from researchers that the Caterpillar Club used to verify his worthiness and 

within days they sent the pin and membership. Cynrik De Decker forwarded a copy of the 

first page of a Military Intelligence 9 (M.I.9) document and his handwritten second page 

obtained from the National Archives. I would learn later on how important this document 

was. I was able to get a corrected copy from the WWII Escape and Evasion Exchange after 

I emailed them notifying them the last name had a spelling error.  

March 11, 2017, I wrote to the library@bombercommandmuseum.ca looking for 

information on Albert. Karl Kjarsgaard, curator of the museum, called as he had wanted this 

story of the LK798 for two reasons, being it involved Albert from Alberta, and an American 

pilot, Larry White. Karl is very helpful in this project and with his numerous contacts 

continues to contribute.  
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Karl directed me to a group on Facebook “A White Rose & Maple Leaf, Airfield Yorkshire 

WWII,” and from here I was fortunate enough to see the work of Dave Donaghy and Pierre 

Lagacé. With Pierre’s research, editing abilities, and knowledge, we are putting together 

this historical document. 

Kalyn and Chuck Bryan deserve a special mention for their interest and writing skills as I 

tell the story of the LK798. 

One of the road blocks I face in doing the research is finding the full names of the crew. 

Making numerous phone calls asking for information can be disheartening and then when 

least expected someone is there to encourage and help. Last year I had contacted a 

childhood neighbor from rural Saskatchewan, Historian Ed Novecosky, and when I told 

him the story I was working on he was immediately on board with research assistance. Sgt. 

J McConnell, crew member, came from the same area in Saskatchewan where I grew up. 

In the last few years before my mother-in-law passed she told me she was so delighted I 

was doing this project and encouraged me. More information was found in her private 

papers and I feel she knew me better than I knew myself. Having to work at this story made 

me uncover information and find sources that I wouldn’t have found if it had been made 

easy.  

After the war my father-in-law had lamented to his sister “In Europe a Hero, in Canada a 

Zero”.  That was the moment I knew that I had to make it right for this airman.  

  



5 
 

As Karl Kjarsgaard so eloquently wrote in 2017: 

“All the fuss over Albert, parade and ceremony, seems logical now as he was helping 

the Resistance and then he was an interpreter for the locals when the Canadian Army 

came through the Belgian town and district. 

Then the joyous Belgians want to have a Liberation party they must have a Liberator 

and Poster Boy and Albert was it! 

I wonder what Albert would have said if, before he left Canada, you had said to him 

it’s OK Albert, even though you get shot down in combat you will survive and then 

live to Liberate Belgium!” 

My hope is that more information will keep coming forward from the writing of this story 

and that it will continue to evolve.  
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Part One 

On the night of May 8/9 1944, Flying Officer L. White USAAF and his crew flying Halifax 

lll LK798 coded KW-A failed to return from this operation after being shot down by a Me 

110 night fighter. The pilot F/O L. White and the navigator P/O J. Lefebvre were killed. 

The F/Engineer Sgt. J. Chant [RAF], the bomb aimer Sgt. J. Aubry,  the Mid-under gunner 

Sgt. R. Brown, the Mid-upper gunner Sgt. J. Beluse, and the rear gunner, F/Sgt. J. 

McConnell were taken prisoners except the Wireless Operator Warrant Officer II Albert 

Alexander Cormier RCAF who escaped.  

This is a Handley-Page Halifax III the type of plane they flew. This photo is not the KW-A 

LK798, but another one. Once a plane was lost, another plane would carry the same KW-A 

code. This particular plane would go on to fly multiple operations with 425squadron. 

 

Research and Website by Clarence Simonsen 
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This image is a closer view of the Alouette’s work song motto ‘Je t’y Plumerai’, a song 

about plucking the feathers from a skylark. 

 

Je t’y plumerai Collection Réal St-Amour  

(Image courtesy of Pierre Lagacé) 

  



 

Albert seen boarding an airplane

Photo submit

airplane (not a Handley-Page Halifax) 

Photo submitted by Denise Aspin 
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Haine-Saint-Pierre Railroad Yard 

 

Haine-Saint-Pierre – strike photo taken from F/O Kruger(420 Squadron) 



10 
 

 

Haine-Saint-Pierre, Belgium 

In preparation for D-Day, rail targets in Belgium and France were being bombed to isolate 

the beaches of Normandy. The rail yards were in the centre of the city. On the night of the 

mission at approximately 2000 feet there was only a beautiful full moon lighting up 

everything like day instead of an expected industrial haze. 
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Four Months in Belgium by Kenneth Tooley Schubert 

Source: Veteran Affairs Canada 

On our last flight 13 Lancasters from 408 Squadron were joined by 59 Halifaxes from 420, 

425, 426, 431, and 432 squadrons on our attack of the rail yards at Haine St. Pierre. 

According to the reports, the bombing was concentrated and the rail yards and locomotive 

shops were severely damaged. 6 Halifaxes and 3 Lancasters were shot down on this 

mission. 

 

 

408 Lancaster bomber via Bomber Group 6 Website 
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The Crucible of War 1939-1945 

Source: The Official History of the Royal Canadian Air Force Volume III Page 803 

The focus of Bomber Command’s attack shifted even more dramatically over the next 

month. Between 1 May and 5 June about 3000 sorties were flown over German targets 

(with losses slightly above 5%) while there were nearly 9000 (including Gardening 

missions) over occupied Europe. Just over two hundred crews failed to return from the 

latter, a missing rate of 2.3 percent higher than April’s figure but still acceptable. No 6 

Group contributed 2826 of these sorties, two fifths of the total, but lost only twenty-four, 

0.85 per cent, considerably less than the average. 

The RCAF’s worst night came on 8/9 May at Haine-Saint-Pierre, when 6 of 75 crews ̶ 8 

percent  ̶ failed to return. The skies had been clear, which helped the enemy, and it was 

thought that the Canadians had taken insufficient care to discharge Window at the 

prescribed rate; but they had also been sent to the one objective out of five which, for no 

discernible reason, the Luftwaffe had singled out for attention. Fighters pounced on the 

bomber stream long before it reached the target and pursued it forty miles over the English 

Channel on the return route. 
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Escape Room by Airey Neave 

  Preface 

Many people are aware that large numbers of men evaded capture by the Germans. Few 

realize that there was an effective escape network. 

The direction in London of the escape system was the responsibility of M.I.9 the British 

War Office Intelligence Department concerned with Allied prisoners-of-war, and its 

American counter-part M.I.S.X. In addition to training all combat troops in escape and 

evasion they had an overall responsibility for assisting large numbers of ordinary people in 

enemy territory who volunteered to help restore the men to action. From 1942 these 

Departments were fully integrated and played their part in the restoration of over 4000 men 

to continue the fight against Germany. It must be many years before an official history can 

be written but this is the first book about the escape organization from the inside. 

After D Day between 500 and 600 servicemen were liberated by the Allied Forces which 

included the special rescue units of M.I.9 and M.I.S.X. known as I.S.9 (W.E.A.) 

Note:  

Avery Neave escaped from the maximum security Colditz Castle to become “Saturday” of 

M.I.9 and with “Sunday”, organize the various underground escape routes across France, 

Belgium and Holland. The Escape Room is the story of Room 900, London. This secret 

organization maintained a network of escape routes across occupied Europe for Allied 

prison camp escapees and downed airmen. The characters in this book, from all walks of 

life, were united in a great human cause. Theirs is a chronicle of heroes and traitors, of hair 

breath escapes, betrayal, torture, death and the indomitable courage that saved over 2000 

British and over 3000 American soldiers and airmen.  
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Albert Cormier’s EVADED CAPTURE IN BELGIUM report by M.I.9 is at the National 

Archives in London.  
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German Night Fighters Versus Bomber Command 1943-1945 

By Martin W Bowman 
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 On May 8/9, rail yards, an airfield and seaplane base and gun battery positions in 

France and Belgium were bombed in 452 sorties. Once again twelve aircraft were lost; 

seven of them Halifaxes and four Lancasters. The largest operation of the night was an 

attack by 123 aircraft on rail yards at Haine-Saint-Pierre between the towns of Charleroi 

and Mons in Belgium, who ran headlong into fighters of IV/NJG1 from Sint-Truiden/Sint-

Trond and I/NJG4 at Florennes. Six Halifaxes and three Lancasters were shot down. 

Several Canadian Halifax and Lancaster squadrons bore the brunt of the losses. Halifax III 

LK798 ‘A-Apple’ on 425 ‘Alouette’ Squadron RCAF at Tholthorpe piloted by Flying 

Officer Larry White USAAF crashed at Walle-‘t Hage (West Vlaanderen two kilometers 

southeast of Courtrai. The American pilot was killed – six of the seven crew bailed out and 

two subsequently evaded. Halifax LW583/L of 432 ‘Leaside’ Squadron RCAF flown by 

Flying Officer Thomas Russell Martin RCAF crashed at Posthoom (West Vlaanderen) two 

kilometers southwest of Courtrai. 

 Hauptmann Adolf Breves and 24-year old Oberleutnant Geor Hermann Greiner, both 

of IV./NJG1, each claimed Viermots (four motor bombers) near Courtrai. Breves took off 

from Sint Trond at 0317 hours in a Bf 110 and using ‘Schrage Musik’ attacked what was 

probably White’s Halifax.     
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The port wing burst into flames and the fuel tanks exploded. However, the defensive fire 

from the bomber’s gunners was so intense that Breves was forced to turn away. At this 

point he lost control of the 110 but he eventually regained control and landed safely back at 

Sint Trond where he put in a claim for the first of his 17 victories. Greiners’s 26th Abschuss 

was most likely that of Flying Officer Martin’s Halifax. The pilot and two other crew 

members were killed; two were taken prisoner and Flying Officers D.A. D’Andrea RCAF 

and L. Panzer RCAF avoided capture. Panzer was captured August 1 and incarcerated in 

Sint Gilles prison in Brussels for a time but both he and D’Andrea escaped to England in 

September. 

Note: The German pilots were eager to claim victory and in some cases more than one pilot 

was found to have taken credit for a downed aircraft. 
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Second Claim: 

Lt Friedrich Potthast, Luftwaffe pilot 

From peter@51history.org 

Lt Friedrich Potthast, Luftwaffe pilot, was the pilot who shot down the crew’s aircraft. He 

was later killed in a crash after air combat on May 21/22/1944, with a total of 10 air 

victories. 

Crash Site and Location of the Burial Sites 

 

Source: IV Tournai, scale 1/100.00 edition 1933 

Courtesy Thierry Cardon 
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Part Two 

The Crew 

 

 

Notes: This Halifax carried a crew of eight instead of the usual seven. It was one of 200 

Halifaxes that were equipped with an UNDER turret. A tour consisted of 30 combat 

missions to get finished. The chances of finishing 30 trips were 24%, only 1 out of 4 crews 

would finish. The other ¾ of the bomber crews were killed-in-action, shot down/POW, 

killed or injured in training, and the last 1% were Evaders. 
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The Pilot 

F/O Larry White USAAF 

Buried in the US Military Cemetery at Neuville-en Condroz, Belgium 

NOTES MADE FROM CONVERSATION WITH KARL KJARSGUARD 

Bomber Command Museum 

“Before Pearl Harbor 8000 Americans traveled to Canada to join the war effort. Later 

the U.S. Air Force was building up in England and needed experienced men. A 

memo was sent to all the RCAF recruiting the experienced flyers. A bunch went to 

transfer late 1942 early 1943 and F/O L White would be among them. After signing, 

F/O L. White was told they couldn’t take him at that time so go back to the RCAF 

until we have a spot for you. He went back wearing his American uniform and 

number. Unfortunately, he was no longer registered with the RCAF and was not 

flying with the Americans and so there are no official records for him He was in a 

state of limbo.”  

June 15, 2019 a request was made to the National Naval Aviation Museum in Pensacola, 

Florida to search for information on Flight Officer Larry White.  

Findings by Jared Galloway, Administrative Assistant.  

Larry White FLT 0 12 REPL DEPOT New York May 9 1944 was laid to rest Block C row 

13 Grave 20. His next of kin is listed as Miss Sophie Van S. Theis 105 East 22nd St. New 

York. 
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Service # T-2223135 Rank Flight Officer, US Army Unit 12th Replacement Depot Entered 

Service from New York. Decorations Purple Heart. 

 

Note: Miss Sophie Van S. Theis was the first genuine adoption professional and researcher 

in the history of the United States. 
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Temporary Grave Site 

 

 

Source: Karl Kjarsgaard 
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Update from Karl’s email on 30/07/2020 

“Remember, Larry was transferred back to the USAAF (transferred on Dec.22, 1943) 

when he died on LK798, he was wearing a USAFF uniform! He was already retired 

from the RCAF but the USAAF told him to continue his combat tour with the RCAF 

and come see them when he was done.” 

Karl’s friend Richard Koval in Ontario, seven years ago asked the Canadian National 

Archives if they had anything on Larry White RCAF132503 which became USAFF T-

223135 on Dec. 22, 1943. 

Here is what Richard found: 

 



29 
 

 



30 
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The Navigator 

 Flight Sergeant JOHN WALTER LEFEBVRE RCAF 

 

 

 

Image via Karl Kjarsgaard 
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Image via Pierre Lagacé 

 

P/O John Walter Lefebvre lies in Wevelgem Communal Cemetery, Belgium 

Source: Ancestry.com 

D.P.S. 

A telegram from the I.R.C.C. quoting German information states that Sgt. Beluse, Sgt. 

Aubry and one not R.C.A.F. member of this crew were taken Prisoners of War and one 

identified not R.C.A.F. member together with one unknown were killed on the 9th May, 

1944. 
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A further telegram from the I.R.C.C. quoting German information, states that another 

member of this crew, F/Sgt. McConnell is a Prisoner of War. As two members of this crew, 

Warrant Officer I Cormier and Sgt. Brown are now safe, and as they complete the crew of 

eight, it is possible to assume that the one unknown is P/O Lefebvre, however, action was 

not taken to reclassify him to “Missing Believed Killed in Action” awaiting further 

confirmatory evidence regarding the death and burial of the one unknown. 

8/3/45 

In view of the evidence received and the lapse of time, it is accordingly submitted that the 

death of P/O J.W.R. Lefebvre, be presumed, for official purposes, to have occurred on the 

9th of May, 1944. M.M. Goldberg CPL. 8/3/45 M. Cameron Casualties Officer 21/3/45 and 

stamped by J.S. Harris Wing Commander, for Director of Personal Services.  
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BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE 

Inscribed on Page 363 is the name of Pilot Officer John Walter Raymond Lefebvre, Royal 

Canadian Air Force. A grateful nation recognizes his sacrifice every year on August 3rd, 

when this page is displayed for public viewing in the Room of Remembrance of the 

Parliament of Canada. 
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The Bomb Aimer 

Sergeant JOSEPH ARTHUR ADELARD AUBRY RCAF POW 

 

POW Military Service Number: 29195. Age: 29. Unit: 129 Acceptance and Ferry Flight. 

Citations: 1939-45 Star, France Germany Star, Defence Medal, Canadian. Born: February 

13, 1925 Montreal, Quebec. Enlistment: May 3, 1943 North Bay, Ontario.  

BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE 

Inscribed on Page 60 is the name of Corporal Joseph Adelard Aubry, 129th Acceptance and 

Ferry Flight. A grateful nation recognizes his sacrifice every year on January 31st, May 

28th, and September 25th when this page is displayed for public viewing in the Room of 

Remembrance of the Parliament of Canada. 

CANADIAN VIRTUAL WAR REMORIAL 

In memory of Corporal Joseph Adelard Aubry June 8, 1954 Trenton Ontario 

POST WAR CASUALTIES 

Corporal Aubry, Joseph Adelard B-25 Mitchell 5265 8 June 1954 
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The Flight Engineer 

Sergeant J.H. CHANT POW 

Sgt. Chant sent to Stalag Luft VI Heydekrug and then to Stalag 357 

Source: The Long Road by Oliver Clutton-Brock and Raymond Crompton 
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The Wireless Operator 

WO2 Albert Cormier RCAF-EVD 

 



42 
 

 



43 
 

Warrant Officer II ALBERT ALEXANDER CORMIER RCAF Evader 

 

Highlights from Military Records 

 

Enlistment 

July 28th, 1941  

RCAF Recruiting Centre Ramsay Bldg. Edmonton 

 

August 7th, 1941 (Stamp on papers) 

Special Reserve Air Force #R121517 

Posted to #2 Manning Depot, Brandon 

Request Flying Duties Air Gunner 

 

August 27th, 1941 

Fingerprinted at recruiting office in Edmonton 

Air Force # J90418  

 

OVERSEAS 19 MONTHS 

 

June 23, 1943, Exits Canada 

 

July 1st, Disembarks UK 

 

July 2nd, TOS #3 P.R.C. (Personal Reception Centre) AOS (Air Observer School) 

 

August 17th, AOS to 23 OTU 
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November 30th, 23 OTU to 61 Base 

 

March 27th, 1944 61 Base to 425 Squadron RCAF UK-N/E Unit 

 

May 8/9th Missing from 425 Squadron 

 

May 9th, SOS 425 Squadron send to RCAF 

 

May 10th, TOS RCAF UK NEV F.B. MISS 

 

Sept 9th, 1944 Safe in UK 

 

March 7th, 1945 Disembarks UK 

 

March 8th, C. 4243 P.R.C.  

 

March 26th, TOS 76 Base 

 

June 8th, DOCS to 64 Base 

 

June 14th, 64 Base to Dartmouth, N.S. Canada 

 

Royal Air Force Form RW9X 

 

Rockcliffe with documents “R Depot” 

 

Evader 8/5/1944 to 23/9/1944 Aircraft: Halifax III 



45 
 

 

Shot down over Belgium. Evaded Enemy. Returned to UK 23/9/1944 

 

Air Ministry HQ UK  

Interrogation and Medical Board 

POW Special Leave 

 

RCAF Medical Board London 

R12157 

R Depot European Theatre of War 

July 1st 1943 to September 23rd, 1944 

 

N.A.D. Diagnosis May 9th, 1944 Europe 

T.F. 700; N.F.300; Ops20; Sorties 3 

 

Bailed out of a burning aircraft shot up by a night fighter over enemy occupied territory 

May 9th, 1944. Sprained left ankle landing. Ankle was badly swollen but healed in a week. 

Since returning to U.K. he feels tired has lost some weight. Sleeps well. He complains of 

bussing sound in right ear which he noticed riding a bicycle. Ear is normal otherwise. No 

illness past five months. Referred for examination on return to UK. 

 

Under Reports: 

Somewhat pale and thin. Has lost about 10 lbs. States he was confined to a house for 4 ½ 

months and that the food was poor. Lived in occupied territory on a diet mostly potatoes 

and bread; some butter occasional egg. Was able to get raw carrots and peas. 

 

September 11th, 1947 to March 31st, 1950 
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RCAF 418 (LB) Squadron Reserve 

Unit: Moncton N.B. Canada 

Discharge K.R. (AIR) 151 on completion of a term of voluntary service during an 

emergency  

 

 

RANKS/TRADE 

 

28/7/1941 AC2 WOAG 

8/1/1942 LAC 

20/7/1943 WOII 

20/1/1944 WOI 

1944 Commissioned as Pilot Officer 

 

Medals 

1939-45 Star 

Defense Medal 

Canadian Volunteer Service Medal   Clasp Maple Leaf  

War Medal 1939-1945 

 

The following documents are from Albert’s Military Records 

 



47 
 

 

 



48 
 

 

July 28 1941 
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RAF Identity Card 
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Overseas 19 months 
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Picture from the Cormier Family Collection 

Left to Right Ray Lefebvre, Verdun, Que. Albert Cormier, Legal, Alta. G. St. Pierre 

Windsor, Ont., L.R. Tremblay, Quebec City, Que.  Adelard Aubry, Montreal Que. 
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Richard Koval’s Website 
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Le jeune A.Cormier porte disparu 

The young Albert is Missing 

Saturday morning, M. Alfred Cormier received a telegram from Ottawa informing him that 

his son the non-comissioned officer Albert Cormier was missing in the air operations on 

May 9.  

Albert Alexander Cormier is born in Legal on Oct. 23rd 1920 of the marriage of M. Joseph 

Alfred Cormier, veteran of the other war, and his wife Edna Massie born at Legal at the 

same parish. Albert is the eldest of six children; Rosa, Agnes, Roger, Jeanette and Paul. He 

made himself known early in school, by his talents and the richness of his character. 
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Intelligent, energetic and daring it was marked in advance and of the month from August 

1941, he happily enlisted in Aviation. At the end of his studies in Calgary, he was secod in 

class with Sergeant’s stripes ad was appointed Instructor at Chatam N.B. 

In England, for almost a year, he became a first-class NCO attached to the famous Canadian 

Alouette Squadron. He was part of a whole team of French Canadians. There, as well as 

here, he raised the esteem of everybody. Hope and trust, shall we say to his parents so 

painfully afflicted, the words “missing the call” do not imply need to confirm the 

disappearance of a very dear child.  

He had the stuff of heroes, the wings of youth, and the pretense of being alive after the war. 

 

R.P. Maurice Laplante O.M.I. 

As news of our young aviator Albert Cormier, gone up in the air on 8 May with all his 

team, the R.P. Maurice Laplante O.M.I. Alouettes chaplain, written from England. 

“Albert was a wonderful Catholic; I only had consolation with him. What a brave young 

man; what a beautiful education you gave him. It does you honor in everything and 

everywhere. Providence does not abandon those who are so pious , so courageous, so 

heroic, that they rush their life in the prime of life for the safety of those they loved. He left 

with my blessing, we are sure he is in the hands of God.”  
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Photos by Kalyn Bryan 

 

Albert’s My Protector Altar Shrine  

Source Brother-in-law Ted Delwo 
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CORMIERS ESCAPE AND EVASION INTERVIEW with M.I.9 

“We left Tholthorpe in a Halifax on 8 May 44 to bomb a target in the RUHR. On the way 

back we were attacked by enemy aircraft and forced to bale out. I landed on the outskirts of 

COURTRAI. Three young Belgians came up to me immediately I landed, and told me to 

get away, as there were Germans all around. The Belgians said they would hide my 

parachute. I ran South and then slept in a farmer’s barn close to ROLLEGHEM. I contacted 

the farmer next day. He brought me food, and I stayed there for two days. On the third day 

he brought a policeman who took me to Reckem, where I stayed until 15 Sept. The 

Canadians arrived on 2 Sept. and I worked with the Belgian Army as interpreter from 2 

September to 15 Sept. when I was sent back.” 
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OFFICIAL DOCUMENT sent by Cynrik De Decker 
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This copy of the document from the National Archives was sent from Cynrik De Decker’s 

collection. Cynrik was a young photographer that took a picture of the first page and wrote 

out the second page by hand as film was hard to come by and expensive. 

Notes: There was an error in the original copy of this report in the National Archives. 

Cormier was incorrectly spelled as Cornier. After getting in touch with the Archives the 

correction was made and the corrected version was forwarded. It is featured earlier and hard 

to read as it appears to be under a plastic protector. The importance of Cynrik’s copy of the 

report and his hand written page is that it was used by the Caterpillar club to help verify 

Albert’s qualification to receive the award. It was also important to Albert’s family as it 

was a big breakthrough in having their father’s words on paper which supported the stories 

passed on by the relatives.  
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Albert’s Identity Papers from Belgium “Henri Charles Joseph Deprez”  
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Photo by Peter Ezell 
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Book of deliberations of the alderman of the commune of Rekkem 20/09/1944 

20/09/1944 0n gifts–interventions. 

From Dominique Aps 

“The board of alderman will intervene in the costs of buying a gift for the 100 year 

wedding of the couple Denis Varrasse-Decock because of their golden wedding 

anniversary and also for the canadien flier, who has been hidden here during the 

german occupation. That must be the box Reckem lez Menin.” 
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2014 Mouscron 
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Building on left as seen in parade pictures. 
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The Market Place 
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Parade Route in September 1944 
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A NOS HEROS A NOS MARTYRS 

Monuments and side of church where Albert walked and laid a tribute.  
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Albert’s son Paul Cormier and his daughter-in-law Agnes 
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War Medals 
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Photos by Kalyn Bryan 
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Photo by Kalyn Bryan
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Albert Alexander Cormier was awarded the Caterpillar Certificate of Membership and 

Caterpillar pin. 

The Irvin Air Chute Co. started the club in 1922 awarding the tiny gold pin to anyone who 

saved his life by parachuting from a disabled or flaming aircraft. The caterpillar is symbolic 

of the silk worm which descends gently to earth from heights by spinning a silk thread.  

Club Motto: Life depends on a silken thread. 

It is estimated that at least 100,000 lives have been saved by Irvin parachutes. Famous 

members include Charles Lindberg, astronaut John Glenn, and James Doolittle. 

Notes:  

In 2019 the Cormier family was going through papers after the passing of their mother and 

in her papers a letter from the office of Mr. Irvin was found. Unknown at the time of 

application for a membership in the club by his son in 2016, was that Albert had applied in 

1946. The fortunate part of not knowing this is that the follow up research done by the 

present Airborne Systems was vital to the research for this project. Unfortunately the 

original membership card and pin was not found. 
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Source: Family history by Yolande Kodallas 
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The Mid Under Gunner 

ROY CLARE BROWN RCAF Evader 

 

 

THE MEMORY PROJECT 

“Then later that night, there was a chap came past, whistling “O Canada”. That 

was his way of confirming that I was, in fact, Canadian”  

My name is Roy Brown. I was a gunner in the RCAF. A member of 425 Squadron. 

Unfortunately, I was shot down on my first trip. We were a new crew on the 

squadron. At that time they were putting a gun turret in the bottom of the Halifax’s. 

They of course needed one extra gunner. The target that night was the Hansenbier 

Railroad Yards. We apparently hit the target and we were on our way home. And of 

course we didn’t make it because we were shot down over Belgium. I landed in a 

field and I hid my parachute and started walking out of the immediate area knowing 

that they’d be looking for us. I guess I must have hit my head on something or 

something hit my head and it tore the flesh around my eye. The flesh was kind of 

hanging down and I attempted to sew it up – we had needle and thread – but I just 

didn’t have enough guts. I patched it up as best I could.  Two people went past me 

and took a look, then later there was another threw me in some bread. Then later that 

night, there was a chap came past, whistling “O Canada”.  That was his way of 
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confirming that I was, in fact, Canadian. Then he indicated for me to follow him and 

he took me to a safe house, they called it, in Mouscron.  That was run by a Julia 

Lietaert. She and her brother was a doctor. He’s the chap that patched up my eye for 

me and put a few stitches in it. There were so many people over there who were 

willing to help you and had they been captured or had I told my captors later who had 

helped me, there’s no doubt in my mind that would have been shot and they would 

have been shot right then and there in front of their family and everybody else, so…. 

One photograph of us by a brick wall with Valere Lestienne, that’s the one where 

there are five of us. Valere Lestienne was the chief of the Front de Liberation in 

Mouscron. The lady in that photograph is Julia Lietaert. The other two gentlemen 

were underground resisters. I was moved eventually... 54 rue de Tournae that’s the 

home of Madame and Oscar Denille. And when I arrived at their home they were 

already hiding an American chap. Jim Lehey was his name. Because there wasn’t a 

great deal for us to do there, we didn’t want to…we didn’t get outside very much. 

The resistance people in the town arranged…they arranged for two of Jim’s crew to 

come over and visit us and they spent the day with us. This is another example of 

how these Belgium resisters would put themselves at great risk by moving people 

around, because the place was crawling with Germans all the time…so…occupying 

troops. But they managed to make a day of celebration for us who were living with 

them. I was later betrayed and sent to St. Gilles prison in Brussels. I escaped a second 

time when the train taking me to Germany was forced back by patriotic Belgians.” 
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Notes: 

The Dog House refers to a phony safe house set up in Brussels by Belgian V-Mann Prosper 

Dezitter. The Ghost Train contained prisoners from St. Gilles prison. Its departure was 

sabotaged by the Belgian resistance and the train abandoned 3 Sept. 1944 
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Koprivia Taylor Community Funeral Home  

(August 22, 1923 – October 07, 2014) 

Proud Veteran of WWII –RCAF Flying Officer 

Secretary-Treasurer of Rafes, Canadian Branch. 

When Roy was training with the RCAF he almost fell out of his parachute and then when 

shot down on his first mission, he always said he was living on borrowed time! 

 

The Canadian Branch of the Royal Air Forces Escaping Society 

Roy Brown, who was Secretary of the Canadian Branch of RAFES died on October 7th 

2014. He was an evader (and most thankful to the helpers who sheltered him in Brussels), a 

POW and then he escaped from the “Last Train out of Brussels”. 

In 2006, faced with the ravages of time on many of the member, too ill to attend meetings, 

unable to travel any distance etc. they folded their wings as an official organization. 
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Forwarded by Thierry Cardon  Sept. 24 2020 
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The Mid Upper Gunner 

Sergeant JOSEPH EUSTACHE MARCEL BELUSE RCAF POW 

 

Beluse captured and taken to Stalag Luft VI Heydekrug and then to Stalag 357. 

Source: The Long Road 
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The Rear Gunner 

Flight Sergeant JOHN ROSS McCONNELL RCAF POW 

The LONG ROAD by Oliver Clutton-Brock and Raymond Crompton 

F/S John Ross ‘Mac’ McConnell, from Lanigan, Saskatchewan, Canada, was one of three 

brothers serving in the RCAF. Following training as an air gunner, he was posted to 196 

Squadron at Witchford, Cambridgeshire, as a rear gunner on Stirlings. The squadron’s 

operations varied from bombing and mine-laying to dropping agents and supplies to the 

Resistance Movement, often in the areas of Le Mans and St Etienne, France. Mac was later 

transferred to 425 (Alouette) Squadron, RCAF, operating Halifaxes out of Tholthorpe, 

Yorkshire. He flew as a ‘spare’ gunner, operating only when one of the crews was short a 

gunner: “Rather tough to fly this way, but I wanted to finish my tour.” 

“On 8/9 May 1944, 425 Squadron joined others from 6 and 8 Groups in a raid on the 

railway yards and locomotive sheds at Haine-Saint-Pierre, Northern France. The 

crew was: Flight Officer L. White USAAF (pilot); F/S J.R. Lefebvre RCAF 

(navigator); Sergeant J.A.A. Aubrey RCAF (bomb aimer) Sergeant J.H. Chant (flight 

engineer); WO2 A.A. Cornier RCAF (wireless air gunner); Sergeant J.E.M. Beluse 

RCAF (mid-upper gunner); F/S J.R. McConnell RCAF (rear gunner) and Sergeant 

R.C. Brown RCAF (under gun). The aircraft took off at 0125 hours on 9 May with a 

bomb load of 8 x 1000 lbs. and 7x500 lb MCs. 

Mac McConnell: 

“The raid was to be my sixteenth trip and I first met the crew at our briefing. The 

pilot was F/O White, and Brown was from Saskatchewan, Cormier from Alberta, and 

Aubrey, Beluse and Lefebvre from Quebec. I don’t recall their first names or their 

crew positions - they were new on the squadron… Our aircraft was a Halifax B.lll, 

LK7987,KW-A for Apple, and on this trip I was the rear gunner. Shortly after 
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bombing the target we were attacked by a night-fighter. I was wounded in the right 

leg and suffered many lacerations to my face and hands. I managed to bale out, but 

broke my leg and damaged my shoulder on landing. I was captured by German 

soldiers south of Brussels and taken to Courtrai. From there I began the long journey 

to Dulag Luft and Luft 7. I don’t know what happened to the rest of the crew.” 

Cormier evaded capture (he was flown back from Belgium to RAF Northolt on 23 

September 1944), while Aubrey, Beluse and Chant went to Stalag Luft Vl (Heydekrug) and 

then to Stalag 357. White and Lefebvre were killed. Roy Brown was betrayed and taken 

prisoner. Imprisoned with many other captured aircrew in St Gilles prison in Brussels, he 

escaped when the train taking them to Germany in September 1944 was forced to turn back 

by patriotic Belgians. 

Source: The Long Road by Oliver Clutton-Brock and Raymond Crompton 
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Email from Karl Kjarsgaard on June 17, 2020 

Karl has been given 1400 files with the WW2 eyewitness reports from bomber crash 

survivors. These reports include the other members of Albert’s crew. 
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Latest Updates as Research Continues 

 

Karl Kjarsgaard Email May 1, 2017 

“All the fuss over Albert, parade and ceremony, seems logical now as he was helping 

the Resistance and then he was an interpreter for the locals when the Canadian Army 

came through the Belgian town and district. 

Then when the joyous Belgians want to have a Liberation party they must have a 

“Liberator” and “poster boy” and Albert was it! 

I have asked my Belgian friends to check with the villages(s) in question to see if 

more details about who/what/when/where of Albert liberating Belgium but have not 

heard back yet. 

I wonder what Albert would have said if, before he left Canada, you had said to him 

“it’s OK Albert, even though you get shot down in combat you will survive and then 

live to Liberate Belgium!” 

Is Belgium the silver lining in Albert’s shoot down cloud?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



136 
 

Cardon Thierry Email July 19, 2020 
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Notes: In the Archives of the City of Mouscron file AVM 511 exists. It was established 

after our visit to Rekkem in 2014 and includes the pictures and some military records on 

Albert Cormier. 
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Source: Family History by Yolande Kodallas
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Source: Vaugeois History Book 

The following are stories told by members of the family in their own words of the 

memories and recollections of the stories of Albert in the RCAF and the role he played in 

the four months spent in Belgium. 
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Arlene Chapman remembers Granny Cormier showing her a letter that Al sent home and 

had signed it with the code name Henri. When Granny read the letter she knew Henri was 

her son and he was alive as Henri wrote of things that only her son could have known.  

Many years later his daughter, Madeleine Dublonko, finds the Belgium ID that the 

underground made for Henri. 

We hope our story will continue to evolve as we look for the clues what will lead us back to 

Moeskroen and Rekkem where Al was hidden. 
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Albert A. Cormier, 
died in Edmonton in1953 
at age 33

Farewell, dear wife, beloved 
children, do not cry, my heart 
will be with you and from above 
I will protect you. This is not 
goodbye but until we meet in 
heaven.
Farewell! My pilgrimage is over. 
Do not forget me. Stay united 
and between you  remain 
unshaken in faith, follow my 
ways. I leave them to you as my 
dearest testament. We will meet 
in heaven.

 

Prayer Card submitted by Paulette Spareboom 

 

On a cold winter day in Edmonton, Alberta, Paul and Agnes went for a walk to the City of 

Edmonton cemetery in hopes we would find Albert’s grave. We were on our way home 

when we noticed a short cut to the apartment and because we were cold we took it. Close to 

the end of the graveyard my husband looked down and stopped short. He was standing by 

his dad’s marker.  
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M.I.9 report 

 

I found a report, made by mayor Vroman of the city of Rekkem after the war, with a full 

account about what happened at the end of the war with Albert Cormier. I have attached 

both the original document and the English translation.  

I’m a member of the “The Rekkem Toen working group” and we would like to organize a 

number of activities about the Second World War in 2024 on the occasion of the 80th 

commemoration of the liberation in 1944 and the story of the hidden Canadian pilot. 

We are also in contact with John Decrock, the son of Oscar Decrock. 

Sincerely 

Marc Pyncket 
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Rapport fait pour les Armée Alliées au sujet du sauvetage et du séjour à Reckem (Vl.) 

du marconiste Cormier Albert. 

 

Le 9-5-1944 vers 4 h environ, un avion Halifax III était tiré en feu et descendu au-dessus du 

Courtraisis par un chasseur de nuit Allemand bimoteur. Le marconiste warrant officer 1ère 

classe CORMIER Albert-Alexandre, numéro de service R. 121517, de nationalité 

Canadienne, descendait à Courtrai avec son parachute. Là, des jeunes gens lui indiquaient le 

chemin et vers 5.30 h. il arrivait auprès d’une habitation à Rolleghem.  

 

À 7.30 h. il se présentait aux habitants: Delplancke louis, rue de la Lampe 22, Rollegem. 

Là-bas on le cachait provisoirement. Le marconiste demandait d’être mis en rapport avec 

son oncle (voir note) Decrock Oscar, garde-champêtre, rue de Menin, 7, Reckem (Vl.) et 

vers 9 h. environ Decrock O. était déjà prévenu et se rendait immédiatement auprès de son 

neveu. 

 

Là il remarquait que son neveu s’était foulé le pied et ceci est la cause qu’il est resté là-bas 

jusqu’au premier samedi soir suivant. 

 

Vers 10 h. environ Decrock O. se mit en relation avec le R. Mr. Vandeweghe Joseph, 

vicaire, rue de Menin 41, Reckem (Vl.). Ensemble ils décidaient de soustraire Cormier A. 

aux mains de l’ennemi. Ils soignaient ensemble pour un costume complet de civil et du 

linge. 

 

Le R. Mr. Vandeweghe J. répondait pour une grande partie du ravitaillement et Decrock O. 

prendrait son neveu à son domicile et prenait soin d’une fausse carte d’identité Belge ; 
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nonobstant que Decrock O. avait été déjà 4 fois en prison et sa Femme et sa Fille chacune 

aussi une fois. 

 

Le R. Mr. Vandeweghe J. se servirait de son office pour apprendre prudemment par des 

visites régulières auprès des voisins s’il n’y avait personne qui aurait connaissance de 

l’affaire. 

 

Le premier samedi soir suivant Decrock O. conduisait son neveu à son domicile avec le 

concours de Parent Pierre, rue Lepoutre 9, Mouscron, comme éclaireur. 

Cormier A. demeurait là-bas jusqu’à ce que le bourgmestre f.f. d’alors Poblomme mettait 

Decrock O. en connaissance d’une lettre anonyme dénoncé qu’il venait de recevoir, dans 

laquelle on exigeait que Decrock O. serait dénoncé auprès de la Feldgendarmerie d’avoir 

caché un certain réfractaire. 

La dessus Cormier A. était transporté le 30/6/1944 au domicile de Me Ve A. Heddebaut-

Elise Polderman, rue de Menin, 2 à Reckem (Vl.) 

 

Durant son séjour là-bas les mêmes personnes continuaient à le ravitailler en vivres. 

Une fois le danger passe Cormier A. revenait habiter auprès de Decrock O. le 5/8/1944 

jusqu’au moment de sa délivrance le 3/9/1944. 

 

Decrock O. mettait son neveu en relation avec l’Armée Belge, dans laquelle ils 

s’engageaient vers le 5/8/1944. 

 

Le 5/9/1944 la position de l’Armée Belge aux ponts de la Lys à Menin et Lauwe devenait 

critique. Là-dessus le chef du groupe macareux à Lauwe envoyait Cormier A. à la IIe 

Armée Anglaise à Pecq, pour demander des renforts pour les groupes de Menin et de 



151 
 

Wevelgem et en même temps pour donner tous les renseignements possibles de toute la 

région. 

 

Par ces renseignements il était possible à la IIe Armée Anglaise de libérer sans difficultés 

les communes de Mouscron, Reckem (Vl.), la partie sud de la ville de Menin et de former 

très rapidement une grande tête de pont au pont de la Lys à Wevelghem qui tombait intact 

entre les mains de la IIe Armée Anglaise et de la quelle Wevelgem, Menin et Bissegem 

étaient libérées et de la quelle les routes étaient ouvertes vers le centre de la Flandre 

Occidentale. 

 

Par après Cormier A. se rendait plusieurs fois très utile comme interprète à Lauwe et à 

Courtrai dans les relations entre l’Armée Belge et la IIe Armée Anglaise. 

 

Certifié exact 

 

Le bourgmestre de la commune de Reckem 

 

M. VROMAN 
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Note 

Selon un courriel d’Agnes Cormier 

Oscar n’était pas son oncle. Voici la traduction de ce qu’elle a écrit. 

 

Non, il ne l'était  pas.  Alors voici ce que je pense. 

Il avait été entraîné par le M.I.9. parce que les proches se rappellent dans ses histoires qu'il 

avait creusé un trou pour enterrer son parachute.  Je ne sais pas qu'il avait une carte de la 

région.  Je pense que le mot "Oncle" était peut-être un mot de code qu'il utilisait s'il était 

abattu et avait besoin d'aide. 

 

L'histoire de ma belle-mère raconte qu'il avait communiqué par courrier avec un prêtre en 

Belgique pendant plusieurs années.  Elle a également dit que "si le fermier qui l'a caché 

dans la grange avait été attrapé, toute sa famille aurait été exécutée". 

 

Pour moi, les histoires de ses parents commencent à prendre du sens car, jusqu'à ce que les 

recherches de Marc arrivent, nous n'avions aucune preuve de son travail avec la 

Résistance à Rekkem. 

Une cousin se souvient d'une lettre que la mère d'Albert avait reçue d'un certain Henri? 

Elle était jeune, mais elle se souvient avoir vu l'enveloppe en provenance de Belgique et 

l'orthographe de Henri.  Un mémorial avait déjà été organisé pour son fils.  La lettre 

contenait des informations que seuls la mère et le fils auraient pu savoir.   

En recevant cette lettre, elle a su qu'il était encore en vie.  Il y a deux ans, on a retrouvé ses 

faux papiers d'identité, avec le prénom Henri.  
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English translation 

 

Report made for the allied armies about the rescue of radio operator Cormier Albert 

and his stay in Rekkem (drafted by mayor Vroman) 

 

On Tuesday 9 May 1944 around 4 am a Halifax III aircraft was shot down over the Kortrijk 

region by a twin-engined German night fighter. Albert Alexandre Cormier, wireless 

operator, Warrant Officer 1st class, service number R. 121517, of Canadian nationality, 

landed in Kortrijk with his parachute. 

 

Young people showed him the way and around 5.30 am he arrived at a house in Rollegem. 

At 7.30 am he introduced himself to the resident Louis Delplancke, Lampestraat 22, 

Rollegem. There they kept him temporarily hidden. The radio operator asked to be put in 

touch with his uncle (see note) Oscar Decrock, constable, Menenstraat 7 in Rekkem. At 

about 9 a.m., Oscar Decrock was already notified and immediately came to his nephew. 

There he noticed that his nephew had sprained his foot and that is why he stayed there until 

the following Saturday night. Around 10 am Oscar Decrock contacted Joseph Vandeweghe, 

curate (priest), Menenstraat 41, Rekkem. Together they decided to keep Albert Cormier out 

of the hands of the enemy and together they provided a full civilian costume and linen. 

 

Joseph Vandeweghe was responsible for a large part of the supplies. Oscar Decrock would 

hide his nephew at his home and provide a fake Belgian identity card, despite the fact that 

Oscar Decrock had already been in prison four times and his wife and daughter each once. 

Joseph Vandeweghe would use his priesthood to follow up with regular visits to neighbors 

to make sure no one was aware of the matter. 
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The first Saturday evening, Oscar Decrock brought his nephew to his house with the help of 

Pierre Parent, 9, Rue Lepoutre, Mouscron, as a scout. Albert Cormier remained there until 

mayor Poblome informed Oscar Decrock of an anonymous letter he had just received 

demanding that Oscar Decrock would be reported to the Feldgendarmerie for allegedly 

hiding a firearm. Albert Cormier was transferred on June 30, 1944 to the house of the 

widow A. Heddebaut - Elise Polderman, Menenstraat 2 in Rekkem. During his stay there, 

the same people continued to provide him with food. 

 

When the danger passed, Cormier returned to Decrock on August 5, 1944 until his release 

on September 3, 1944. Oscar Decrock introduced his nephew to the Belgian army, where 

they reported around August 5, 1944. On September 5, 1944, the position of the Belgian 

army at the Leie bridges near Menen and Lauwe became critical. Thereupon the leader of 

the Group Macareux in Lauwe sent Albert Cormier to the 2nd English army in Pecq, to 

request reinforcements for the groups in Menen and Wevelgem, and at the same time to 

provide all possible information about the entire region. 

 

This information made it possible for the 2nd English Army to liberate the municipalities of 

Mouscron, Rekkem, the southern part of the city of Menen without any problems and to 

very quickly form a large bridgehead at the Leiebrug in Wevelgem, which fell unscathed 

into the hands of the 2nd English army, from where Wevelgem, Menen and Bissegem were 

liberated and from where the roads were opened to the center of West Flanders. 

 

Albert Cormier subsequently proved himself very useful several times as an interpreter in 

Lauwe and Kortrijk in the relations between the Belgian army and the British 2nd army. 
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Note 

Oscar was not his uncle. 

Message Agnes Cormier wrote. 

No he didn’t.  So here is what I think. 

He was trained by M. I. 9 because the relatives recall in their stories that he dug a hole to 

bury his parachute.  Not sure who told me he had a map of the area.  I think the ‘Uncle’ 

was possibly a code word he used if he was shot down and needed help. 

 

My mother-in-law’s story tells us he communicated with a priest by mail in Belgium for a 

number of years.  She also said “if the farmer that hid him in the barn would have been 

caught his whole family would have been executed.” 

 

For me, these relatives’ stories are starting to make sense as until Marc’s research coming 

through we had no proof of his undercover work in Rekkem. 

A cousin recalls of a letter Albert’s mother received from a Henri? She was young but she 

remembered seeing the envelope from Belgium and the spelling of Henri.  A memorial had 

already been held for her son.  The letter had information in it that only mother and son 

would have known.   

Receipt of this letter she knew he was still alive.  So two years ago his fake identity papers 

were found, first name Henri.  
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Rapport gemaakt voor de geallieerde legers over de redding van de marconist 

Cormier Albert en zijn verblijf in Rekkem (opgemaakt door burgemeester Vroman) 

 

Op dinsdag 9 mei 1944 rond 4 uur 's morgens werd een Halifax III-vliegtuig boven de 

streek van Kortrijk neergeschoten door een tweemotorige Duitse nachtjager.  

Albert Alexandre Cormier, marconist onderofficier 1e klas, stamnummer R. 1.21517, van 

Canadese nationaliteit, kwam met zijn parachute in Kortrijk terecht.  

Daar wezen jonge mensen hem de weg en omstreeks 5.30 uur kwam hij aan bij een huis in 

Rollegem. 

Om 7.30 uur stelde hij zich voor aan de bewoner Louis Delplancke, Lampestraat 22, 

Rollegem. 

Daar hield men hem tijdelijk verborgen.  

De marconist vroeg om in contact te worden gebracht met zijn oom Oscar Decrock (zie 

noot), veldwachter, Menenstraat 7 in Rekkem. 

Rond 9 uur ’s ochtends werd Oscar Decrock al op de hoogte gesteld en kwam hij  

onmiddellijk naar zijn neef. Daar merkte hij dat zijn neef zijn voet had verstuikt en dat was 

de reden dat hij daar bleef tot de eerstvolgende zaterdagavond. 

Rond 10 uur nam Oscar Decrock contact op met EH Joseph Vandeweghe, onderpastoor, 

Menenstraat 41, Rekkem. 

Samen besloten ze om Cormier A. uit de handen van de vijand te houden en zorgden ze 

samen voor een volledig burgerkostuum en linnengoed. 

EH. Joseph Vandeweghe J. was verantwoordelijk voor een groot deel van de bevoorrading. 

Oscar Decrock zou zijn neef bij hem thuis verbergen en zorgen voor een valse Belgische 

identiteitskaart, ondanks dat het feit dat Oscar Decrock al vier keer in gevangenis gezeten 

had en zijn vrouw en dochter elk ook een keer. 

EH Joseph Vandeweghe zou zijn priesterambt gebruiken om door regelmatige bezoeken 

aan buren op te volgen of er niemand was die van de zaak op de hoogte was. 
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De eerst daaropvolgende zaterdagavond bracht Oscar Decrock zijn neef naar zijn huis met 

de hulp van Pierre Parent, Rue Lepoutre 9, Moeskroen, als verkenner. 

Albert Cormier bleef daar tot  de toenmalige burgemeester Poblome Oscar Decrock op de 

hoogte bracht van een anonieme brief die hij net had ontvangen had waarin geëist werd dat 

Decrock O. zou aangegeven worden bij de Feldgendarmerie omdat hij een vuurwapen zou 

hebben verborgen. 

Albert Cormier werd op 30 juni 1944 overgeplaatst naar het huis van de weduwe A. 

Heddebaut - Elise Polderman, Menenstraat 2 in Rekkem. 

Tijdens zijn verblijf daar bleven dezelfde mensen hem van voedsel voorzien. 

Toen het gevaar voorbij was, keerde Cormier terug naar Decrock op 5 augustus 1944 tot 

zijn vrijlating op 3 september 1944. 

 

Oscar Decrock bracht zijn neef in contact met het Belgische leger, waar ze zich meldden 

rond 5 augustus 1944. 

Op 5 september 1944 werd de positie van het Belgische leger bij de Leiebruggen bij Menen 

en Lauwe kritiek. Daarop stuurde de leider van de Groep Macareux in Lauwe Albert 

Cormier naar het 2e Engelse leger in Pecq, om versterking voor de groepen in Menen en 

Wevelgem te vragen en tegelijkertijd alle mogelijke informatie over de hele regio te geven. 

Door deze informatie was het voor het 2e Engelse leger mogelijk om zonder problemen de 

gemeenten Moeskroen, Rekkem, het zuidelijke deel van de stad Menen te bevrijden en zeer 

snel een groot bruggenhoofd te vormen bij de Leiebrug in Wevelgem dat ongeschonden in 

handen viel van het 2de Engelse leger, van waaruit Wevelgem, Menen en Bissegem werden 

bevrijd en van waaruit de wegen werden geopend naar het centrum van West-Vlaanderen. 

Albert Cormier heeft zich vervolgens meerdere keren zeer nuttig bewezen als tolk in Lauwe 

en Kortrijk in de betrekkingen tussen het Belgische leger en het Britse 2e leger. 
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Not 

Oscar was niet zijn oom. 

Bericht Agnes Cormier schreef. 

Nee, dat was hij niet.  Dus dit is wat ik denk. 

Hij werd opgeleid door M.I. 9 omdat de familieleden zich in hun verhalen herinneren dat hij 

een gat groef om zijn parachute te begraven.  Ik weet niet zeker wie me vertelde dat hij een 

kaart van het gebied had.  Ik denk dat de 'Oom' mogelijk een codewoord was dat hij 

gebruikte als hij werd neergeschoten en hulp nodig had. 

 

Het verhaal van mijn schoonmoeder vertelt dat hij een aantal jaren per post communiceerde 

met een priester in België.  Ze zei ook: "Als de boer die hem in de schuur verborg was 

gepakt, zou zijn hele familie zijn geëxecuteerd." 

 

Voor mij beginnen de verhalen van deze familieleden duidelijk te worden, want tot het 

onderzoek van Marc kwam, hadden we geen bewijs van zijn undercoverwerk in Rekkem. 

Een neef herinnert zich een brief die Alberts moeder kreeg van ene Henri? Ze was nog jong 

maar herinnerde zich de enveloppe uit België en de schrijfwijze van Henri.  Er was al een 

herdenking gehouden voor haar zoon.  De brief bevatte informatie die alleen moeder en 

zoon zouden hebben geweten.   

Na ontvangst van deze brief wist ze dat hij nog leefde.  Dus twee jaar geleden werden zijn 

valse identiteitspapieren gevonden, voornaam Henri.  

 


