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RAF Dishforth & RCAF 425 Squadron

Dishforth was the location where the Royal Canadian Airforce 425 Squadron was 
formed on 25th June, 1942. The nickname "Alouette" signifies the unique French-
Canadian aspect of the squadron. 

Prior to their first operational mission, 425 Squadron transferred to No. 6 (R.C.A.F.) 
Group on 1st January, 1943. Dishforth remained the base of operations until the 
unit moved to North Africa in late spring. Together with two other Canadian 
squadrons, 425 Squadron arrived at Beaufarik in May 1943, transferred to 
Kairouan/Zina in June, and finally moved to Hani East L.G. in September, spending 
about a month at this base. 

In November of 1943, the unit resumed operations from Dishforth following their 
return to England. In December the squadron was transferred to Tholthorpe where 
they spent the rest of World War II. 

Aircrew of 425 Squadron logged 3,649 sorties in Wellington and Halifax bombers. 
Lancasters were used for non-operational use at the end of the war to bring the 
crew home to Canada. The code "KW" designated aircraft operating with this 
squadron. 
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The Vickers Wellington

A Wellington Mk3 

The Vickers Wellington was a British twin-engined, long-range medium bomber. It 
was designed during the mid-1930s at Brooklands in Weybridge, Surrey, led 
by Vickers-Armstrongs' chief designer Rex Pierson; a key feature of the aircraft is 
its geodetic airframe fuselage structure, principally designed by Barnes Wallis. 

The Wellington was used as a night bomber in the early years of the Second World 
War, performing as one of the principal bombers used by Bomber Command. 
During 1943, it started to be superseded as a bomber by the larger four-engined 
"heavies" such as the Avro Lancaster. The Wellington continued to serve 
throughout the war in other duties, particularly as an anti-submarine aircraft. It 
holds the distinction of being the only British bomber to be produced for the 
duration of the war and of being produced in a greater quantity than any other 
British-built bomber. 
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Missions 

Harry was posted from his operational training unit (OTU23) to Dishforth and RCAF 
425 Squadron with effect from the 14th January 1943. 

4/5th Feb 1943 - Lorient 
Wellington Mk3 
BK332 
K-W 
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11/12th Feb 1943 - Mine Laying 
Wellington Mk3
BK529
KW-S

13/14th Feb 1943 - Lorient 
Wellington Mk3 
BK644 
KW-Q 
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16/17th Feb 1943 - Lorient 
Wellington Mk3 
BK153 
KW-P 
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19/20th Feb 1943 - Wilhelmshaven 
Wellington Mk3 
BJ652 
KW-E 

20/21st Feb 1943 - Mine Laying 
Wellington Mk3 
BK332 
KW-O 
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28th Feb 1943 - St Nasaire 
Wellington Mk3 
BK652 
KW-E 

9th March 1943 - Mine Laying 
Wellington Mk3 
BK332 
KW-O 
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26th March 1943 - Duisburg 
Wellington Mk3 
BJ652 
KW-W 

8th April 1943 - Duisburg 
Wellington X 
HE655 
KW-O 
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10th April 1943 - Frankfurt 
Wellington X 
HZ277 
KW-F 
 

14th April 1943 - Stuttgart 
Wellington X 
HE475 
KW-E 
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16th April 1943  Wellington X  HE475 (KW-E)  
Mannheim

On the 16th of April 1943 Pilot Officer Harry Gray of the Royal Air Force Volunteer 
Reserve Force was assigned to Vickers Wellington X HE475 KW-E along with the 
following crew; 

Sargent P. Bujold     RCAF 
Sargent W. Harris    RAF 
Sargent W. Reddding   RAAF 
Flight Sargent J Leblanc    RCAF 

Mannheim was the target for 271 aircraft - 159 Wellingtons, 95 Stirlings, 17 
Halifaxes. The Pathfinders marked this target accurately and an effective attack 
followed. 18 aircraft - 9 Wellingtons, 7 Stirlings, 2 Halifaxes - lost, 6.6 per cent of 
the force. 

German records show that HE-475 was shot down by night fighter pilot Lieutenant 
Heinz-Martin Hadeball of the 12./NJG 4, flying a Messerschmittt Bf110 from Mainz-
Finthen airfield. HE-475 crashed near Lotzbeuren. 

Sgt P. Bujold RCAF, Sgt W. Harris RAF, Sgt W. Redding RAAF were taken and held 
as prisoners of war. F/Sgt J. Leblanc RCAF and P/O Harry Gray RAF were both 
killed. 
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Robert Taylor’s ‘Wellington’

Robert Taylor is a well known aviation artist, in 1980 he completed the piece above 
titled ‘Wellington’. It shows 425 squadron Wellingtons KW-E, KW-N and KW-F and 
one other in formation. Print retailers widely describe the subject as showing 
Harry’s last mission to Mannheim with his plane as the central focus.  

Robert Taylor’s agent Colin Hudson was contacted for more information on this 
piece, including the whereabouts of the original, but no more information was 
given. 

Records show that as well as KW-E, KW-F flew on the 16th April 1943, but there 
are no records of a plane designated the KW-N code with 425 Squadron between 
January and April 1943, of course the Operational Record Book would not have 
been publicly available in 1980. 
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X3763

Wellington Mk3 X3763 was part of the 425 Squadron and flew from late 
January. At some point in early 1943 it was photographed for public relations 
services and today images of this aircraft can be found in a number of places, Airfix 
have even released a model of this plane. 

When the photographs were taken X3763 carried the KW-E designation 
leading to it being mistaken in some publications and records as Harry’s plane of 
the 16th April, Harry’s plane of that night was of course HE475 and a Wellington X 
rather than a Mk3. 

Curiously X3763 was never officially recorded as flying with the squadron 
code KW-E. It flew as KW-B for two missions in January and then adopted KW-L 
for the next 11 missions, the last to Stuttgart resulting in it’s loss. It’s unclear why it 
was painted up as KW-E for the photo shoot as this was the the squadron code 
being carried by HE475 at the time. 
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Links

https://www.backtonormandy.org/component/mtree/air-force-operations/
airplanes-allies-and-axis-lost/wellington/19152-HE4751943-04-17.html

https://www.backtonormandy.org/the-history/air-force-operations/airplanes-
allies-and-axis-lost/wellington/55655-RAF37917.html

http://www.bombercommandmuseum.ca/squadron_425.html

https://aviation-safety.net/wikibase/wiki.php?id=140825

http://6bombergroup.ca/April43/April16~1743.html

http://www.rwrwalker.ca/RAF_owned_HA100.html

IRO Robert Taylor ‘Wellington’
Agent Colin Hudson - 01296625681
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